
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2010 
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 

Unmercenaries Cyros and John; Martyrs Athanasia of Egypt and her 
daughters Theodota, Theoktiste and Eudoxia; Martyr Papias of Corinth; 

New-martyr Elias; Nikita of the Kiev Caves, bishop of Novgorod 
Tone 1 Eothinon 1 

 

 
 

SAINT ELIAS 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

408 E. 11TH STREET  • AUSTIN, TX  78701 
(512) 476-2314 

www.sainteliaschurch.org 
 

WELCOME…to all our visitors worshipping with us! 
Please be sure to sign the Guest Book or fill out a Visitor’s Card and drop it in the 
collection plate (or give it to a greeter).  Please be our guest downstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall for coffee and refreshments after the service this morning.  We 
look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to Saint Elias. 
We’re glad you’re here! 



ST ELIAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

and the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America 
METROPOLITAN PHILIP, PRIMATE BISHOP BASIL, BISHOP OF WICHITA 
 

Parish Office Hours:  
Monday–Friday 10:00 AM–3:00 PM 
 
Church and Clergy email addresses:  
Office: stelias_austin@sbcglobal.net 
Very Rev. Fr. David Barr, Pastor 
 frdavidbarr@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Fr. Dave Lewis, Assistant Pastor 
 frdavelewis@sbcglobal.net 
Very Rev. Fr. Traian Buican 
 tbuican@yahoo.com 
Reverend Deacon Niketas Sanders 
 niketas@yahoo.com 
Reverend Deacon Jesse Greendyk 
 jessegreendyk@gmail.com 
 

Weekday Parking:  
If coming to the Church or Church 
Office on weekdays (between 8:00 
AM and 5:00 PM), please use the 
Visitor Parking spaces in the Texas 
Association of Broadcaster’s building 
next door to the Church.  All the 
parking spots in the Church side of 
the lot are rented out or reserved and 
violators could be towed. 
 

Sunday Parking:  
In addition to the St. Elias parking 
lot, you may park at the Texas 
Association of Broadcaster’s next 
door to the east and with both of our 
neighbors to the west.  We also have 
access from 8AM-2PM at the 
Teacher’s Retirement System across 
the street from the Church.  Please do 
not park 2 doors to the east, you will 
be towed there. 

Sacraments: Baptism, 
Matrimony, Adult Initiation  
Contact the Church Office and set up 
an appointment with the Pastor to 
discuss the arrangements for these 
sacraments. 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Please call the Parish Office with 
names of the sick and hospitalized of 
the parish so they can receive proper 
pastoral care. 
 

Sign up to offer Holy Bread  
Sign up to offer Holy Bread on the 
Bulletin Board in the Church Hall.  
 

Become a Member of St. Elias 
We would love to have you be a part 
of our community!  Please talk to the 
Pastor or call the Church Office to get 
an information packet on becoming a 
member of the parish.  
 

Times for Confession:  
Confessions are heard on Sunday 
mornings at least 15 minutes prior to 
the Divine Liturgies, before or after 
Vespers on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings, and by appointment 
during the week.  To indicate your 
desire to go to Confession on Sunday 
morning, come to the front right pew 
and wait for the priest. 
 

Check out our parish web site!  
www.sainteliaschurch.org   
Always a good source for calendars 
and updated information! 



THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
 
8:30 AM Liturgy:  Congregational Singing 
We will be using the Congregational Liturgy books found in the pews this morning for 
the 8:30 AM Divine Liturgy.  Pick up a Music Supplement for the music for the 
Troparia of the day. 
 
10:30 AM Liturgy:  St. Elias Choir 
The Divine Liturgy may be found in the white Visitor’s Liturgy books.  When we reach 
the point in the service for Antiphons and hymns, the ones for today's service 
are listed below and on the next page. 
 
1st Antiphon  
It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy name, O Most High. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy, and Thy truth by night. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Upright is the Lord our God, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages.  Amen. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
 
2nd Antiphon   
The Lord is King, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord is clothed with strength and He hath 
girt Himself. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
For He established the world which shall not be shaken. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages.  Amen. 
 and “Only-begotten Son…”  
3rd Antiphon: Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 1  

The Daily Hymns  
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 1)  

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and thine immaculate body was 
guarded by the troops, thou didst rise on the third day, O Saviour, granting 
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life to the world.  For which cause the powers of heaven cried aloud unto 
thee, O Giver of life:  Glory to thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to thy 
kingdom!  Glory to thy dispensation, only Lover of mankind. 

Troparion of the Prophet Elias (Tone 4) 
O angelic of body, pillar of the Prophets and their cornerstone, the 
forerunner of the Second Coming of Christ, the venerable and glorious 
Elias, thou didst send grace from on high to Elisha to dispel sicknesses and 
to purify lepers.  Wherefore, he ever overfloweth with healing to those who 
honor him. 

Kontakion of the Meeting of the Lord (Tone 1) 
Thou, who didst sanctify the virginal womb by thy nativity and didst bless 
the hands of Simeon, hast come this day and saved us, O Christ God.  
Grant peace and strength to the Orthodox people whom thou hast loved, O 
only Lover of mankind. 
 
 

Prokeimenon in Tone 1 (from Psalm 32) 
 Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we have hoped in Thee. 
  Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous; praise is meet for the upright. 
 
The Reading is from the First Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul 
to the Corinthians  (6:12-20) 
 Brethren, “all things are lawful to me,” but not all things are helpful.  “All 
things are lawful to me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything.  “Food is meant 
for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and 
the other.  The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord 
for the body.  And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power.  
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?  Shall I therefore take 
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?  Never!  Do you 
not know that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her?  
For, as it is written, “The two shall become one flesh.”  But he who is united to 
the Lord becomes one spirit with him.  Shun immorality.  Every other sin which 
a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own 
body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
which you have from God?  You are not your own; you were bought with a 
price.  So glorify God in your body and in your spirit which belong to God. 
 
Alleluia Verses in Tone 1 (from Psalm 17) 
 It is God that avengeth me, and subdueth the people under me. 
 Great deliverance giveth He unto His King. 
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The Holy Gospel — St. Luke 15:11-32 
 The Lord spoke this parable:  “There was a man who had two sons; and the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that 
falls to me.’  And he divided his living between them.  Not many days later, the 
younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and 
there he squandered his property in loose living.  And when he had spent 
everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want.  So 
he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed swine.  And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the 
swine ate; and no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself he said, 
‘How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I 
perish here with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”’  And he arose and 
came to his father.  But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and 
had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to 
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’  But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly 
the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this 
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’  And they began 
to make merry. 
 “Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked 
what this meant.  And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father 
has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’  But the 
son was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated him, but 
he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never 
disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry 
with my friends.  But when this son of yours came, who devoured your living 
with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!’  And he said to him, ‘Son, you are 
always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  It was fitting to make merry and 
be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost and is found.’” 
 
The Sermon: Father David Barr 
 

TodayÕs Commemorations 
Prayers are requested today for the repose of Regina Haddad by the Haddad 

family. 
Departed remembered from the Parish Dyptichs:  for the repose of Ioannis 

Franzis (†2/1/1987).  These names come from the parish dyptichs—the record 
of those who have been buried from St. Elias.  May their memory be eternal! 
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At the Divine Liturgy during the Great Entrance, we normally commemorate only Orthodox Christians 
by name among the living and departed since this is the Church praying for the Church.  Non-Orthodox 
are remembered liturgically in prayers at Vespers and other intercessory services of the Church. 
 
On Receiving Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church: 
Only Orthodox Christians who are prepared through prayer, fasting, and a 
recent sacramental confession should approach the Chalice for the Eucharist.  
The Orthodox Church does not practice “open communion” and has no 
intercommunion with other churches (non-Orthodox).  If you have any questions 
concerning this, please talk to one of the priests before taking communion. 
 
And RememberÉ 
…to receive Holy Communion, one should be present at the Divine Liturgy no 
later than the time for the Epistle and Gospel readings.  We must feed our minds 
and our hearts as part of the Orthodox Christian life. 
 
Trisagion Prayers of Mercy for the Departed 
Trisagion Prayers of Mercy for the Departed are requested today by Stephan and 

Patricia Rudawski for the repose of his father, Stephen Rudawski (40 days).  
May his memory be eternal. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 
 
Our Greeters this morning areÉ 
…Bob Bennett (8:30) and David Schele (10:30).  Thanks for performing this vital 
ministry in the church. 
 
Please Join us for Coffee HourÉ 
…in the Church Hall after the Liturgy.  Today’s refreshments are provided by 
the entire community since it is the 5th Sunday of the month. 
 
Great Feast of the Meeting of the Lord 
We will celebrate the Great Feast of the Meeting of the Lord with the Vesperal 
Divine Liturgy on Monday, February 1 at 6:30 PM. 
 
Last Week to Eat Meat!!! 
This coming week is Meat Fare Week which concludes on Meat Fare Sunday, 
February 7.  Clean the meat out of your refrigerator and freezer this week as we 
prepare for the Great Fast of Lent. 
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Saturday of the Souls Ñ  February 6 
We will celebrate the Saturday of the Souls this year on Saturday, February 6, 
beginning with the Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM followed by the Trisagion Prayers 
for the Departed.  On this day, we remember our departed loved ones in Christ 
at a Divine Liturgy followed by a special memorial service at the church.  To 
remember your loved o nes, please fill out a Commemoration Sheet found on the 
table in the Narthex of the Church and give it to Father David.  
 

Have you made your 2010 Commitment? 
Have you returned your 2008 stewardship card yet? Our weekly offering to God 
is first and foremost an offering of love. One can give without loving but one 
cannot love without giving.  Christian giving asks us to put God first and to let 
our giving be an expression of God's importance in our lives.  We give, not 
because the church has a budget, but because our love for God needs to be 
expressed. Please be generous in your giving, knowing that our giving truly 
reflects our love for God and His Church.  Commitment cards are available in 
the Narthex of the Church.  If you forgot yours today, simply pick one up, fill 
it out, and turn it in to Fr. David or one of the parish council members. 
 

Check out This Week’s Stewards... 
...on the Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall. We Õre over $194,000 in pledges 
from 114 families. Remember, our goal is not complete without you.  
2010 Goal: $250,000 from 150 families. 

 

Please Send Me a 
Stewardship Packet! 

 
Return this form to the St. Elias Church Office this week and we will 
gladly send you a Stewardship Packet. 
 
Name:    
 
Address:    
 
City, State, ZIP    
 
Phone:    
 
Email:    
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News from our Parish Organizations:News from our Parish Organizations:  

Church School  
Church School is in the winter/spring session.  Contact Vasiliki Oldziey, the 
Church School Director, for more information on the Church School. 

Teen SOYO 
Teen SOYO will not be meeting this Wednesday night, February 3.  We will be 
back to our regular schedule next week immediately after WednesdayVespers. 

OCF   
Christmas Vacation is over!  WeÕre tabling on the west mall on Thursday.  Our 
fir st official meeting will be On Tuesday February 2 at 6:00pm. For more 
information, contact Fr. Dave, our president Andrea Gaspar at 
agaspar.amg@gmail.com or Join University of Texas OCF on Facebook! 

Orthodox Yo ung Adults (OYA)  
If you would like to stay informed about the OYAÕs activities, contact Fr. Dave 
at frdavel ewis@sbcglobal.net to be added to the e-mail list.  

Parish Council 
The next Parish Council Meeting w ill be on Tuesday evening February 16, at 
7:00 P.M.  

Ladies Guild  
For information on the Ladies Guild, please see Terri Ross. 

AMEN  (Antiochian Men Eating at Noon [or 1:00 PM]) 
The men of the parish are invited to a no-host lunch on Tuesday, February 2, 
at 1:00 PM at Central Market on Lamar.  We have lunch and a great time of 
fellowship.  If you have any questions or suggestions, give Fr. David a call.  

Choir  
The Choir rehearses at 7:00 PM on Wednesday evenings.  The Choir is always 
looking for new members.  If you are interested in singing in the choir, talk to 
Director Bill Attal.  

Fellowship of St. John the Divine (Adult Fellowship)  
For information on the Fellowship of St. John the Divine contact Sara Cook. 

 

2010 Church Calendars are Here! 
We have received our 2010 Church Calendars, compliments of Twin Liquors.  Be 
sure to pick yours up today.  Please limit one per family.  They are available in 
the Narthex of the Church.  
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 “THE HAURAN CONNECTION” 
DOWAMA’s 2010 College Mission Trip 

As part of the sister diocese relationship between the Archdiocese of Bosra-Hauran and 
the Diocese of Wichita and Mid America, Father Richard Petranek of St. Paul Church 
and Father Matthew MacKay of St. Joseph Church of Houston, Texas, have been 
blessed by Metropolitan PHILIP of New York, Metropolitan SABA of Bosra, and Bishop 
BASIL of Wichita to lead a group of eighteen college age students from the Diocese of 
Mid-America on a Mission Trip to the ancient Archdiocese of Bosra in southwest Syria.  
The purpose of the two week Mission Trip (May 24th-June 7th, 2010) is to join with 
Metropolitan SABA and his clergy and laity who are valiantly laboring to rebuild the 
church temples, shrines and ministries of the Archdiocese. Our group will assist in 
refurbishing some of the church temples and properties of this ancient See. In addition, 
the group will go on pilgrimage to several of the most famous monasteries, shrines and 
historical sites of the Patriarchate of the Great City-of-God Antioch and all the East. 
 
Cost is $2,500.00 per person (including round-trip airfare from Houston, lodging and 
meals). 
 
It is our hope that we will have young people from every DOWMA Deanery on this trip!  
Questions? Contact Father Richard at Frrichardpetranek@yahoo.com or 281-703-5133.  
To apply for a spot on this Mission Trip complete and mail the following application 
form, together with a deposit of $500.00 (checks payable to “St Paul. Church”), to:  

St. Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church 
17461 Memorial Drive 
Houston, Texas 77079 

 
The second payment in the amount of $1,000.000 must be made by February 26, 2010. 
The final payment in the amount of $1,000.00 must be made by March 31, 2010. 
 
See more information on the Bulletin Board in the Church Hall 

 
 

Sacred Illuminations  
by the hand of Tatiana Nikolova -Houston  

Real Gallery presents SACRED ILLUMINATIONS! Fine art exhibit inspired by 
Slavic medieval manuscripts and icons by Tatiana Nikolova -Houston, Ph.D. 
This exhibit is at the Scarbrough Building 101 W. 6th St. at Congress, Jan 4-Feb 7, 
2010.  Everyone is encouraged to go see the beautiful work by our own Tatiana 
Nikokola -Houston.  
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Keep our Catechumens in Your Prayers 
God has once again blessed us with several catechumens!  Please keep Halbert 
Gore, J.W. Winfrey, Jessalyn Starbuck and Gerald, Leigh and Jean Tilma in your 
prayers as they prepare to enter into the church.  We will be looking for sponsors 
within the community for our catechumens.  If you are interested in sponsoring 
someone into the Church, please talk to Father David. 
 
Summer Camp Planning Time!!! 
Camp St. Raphael Applications Available  

The Camp St. Raphael Applications will become available at the end of this 
month.  Camp reservations are based on a first come, first served basis and 
they fill up VERY FAST!  Session I will be held June 27-July 3 and Session II 
will take place July 4-10.  Make your plans now!  Applications will be 
available online at www.campstraphael.org  by the end of January.  Please, if 
you want to go to camp, tell Fr. Dave so we can be organized and get 
everybody there who wants to go! 

St. Ignatius Camp Scholarships 
The Order of St. Ignatius offers each parish $700 in scholarship funds to be 
used towards Archdiocesan Camping programs—including Camp St. 
Raphael.  This is enough to send two children to camp for a week (or it can be 
split up for up to four recipients).  Applications for these scholarships must be 
submitted by March 1, 2010.  If your child is interested in going to camp and 
would like to receive scholarship funds, please contact the church office or Fr. 
Dave immediately. 
 

2009-10 Inquirer’s & Catechism Classes 
Saturday afternoons before Great Vespers 

Each fall and winter, St. Elias holds a series of Inquirer’s Classes twice a month 
on Saturday afternoons in the Parish Library.  These classes are for those 
interested in learning more about the Orthodox Church and are designed to 
introduce people to the basic beliefs of the Orthodox Faith.  
Next Class  
 10 2/20 The Divine Liturgy 
*Dates are subject to change.   **Topics may be adjusted as needed for the specific class. 
This class would also be great for anyone (teens, young adults, adults, etc.) who would 
like to learn more about the Orthodox Church and itÕs beliefs. 
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Coffee Hour Schedule: 
For January:  

January 31:    Everyone!  

For February:  
 February 7:   A-C  (Meat Fare Sunda y) 
 February 1 4:   D-I (Cheese Fare Sunda y) 
 February 21:    J-P (Lenten Fast)  
 February 2 8:   Q-Z  (Lenten Fast)  
 

Mark your calendars for your week and participate 
in this ministry of fellowship in our parish. 

 
Fathers David  and Dave at Diocesan Clergy Retreat this week 
Fathers David  and Dave will be traveling to Wichita, Kansas this week for the 
annual clergy retreat.  They will be gone Tuesday through Friday , returning  late 
Friday evening.  If you need either of them during the week, contact the Church 
Office.  They will be in contact while away.  
 

Great Lent is Coming! 
There is a Guide to Fasting and Abstinence in the Orthodox Church in the 
pamphlet rack in the Narthex of the Church.  This is an aid for you in your 
preparation for the Great Fast.  If you have any questions on fasting or how to 
keep the fast in your home, please talk to Father David. 
 

A Thought for Today  
by St. Nicholai Velimirovich  (  1956) 

One needs to distinguish a sinner from a penitent. If you have taken upon 
yourself the role to rebuke the sinner, guard yourself well, th at you do not 
rebuke the penitent also. How dear the repentant sinner is to God, call to mind 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son. Therefore, let it be very dear for you, he who has 
become dear to God. At one time it happened that a monk succumbed to sin for 
which he was banished from the monastery. This monk went to St. Anthony, 
confessed his sin, repented and remained with Anthony for a period of time. 
Then Anthony sent him back again to the monastery but they did not receive him 
and, again, they banished him. Again, the penitent came to Anthony. A gain, 
Anthony sent him back to the monastery with a message to the fathers of the 
monastery: "One boat experienced shipwreck and lost its cargo; with great 
difficulty did that boat arrive in the harbor and you wish t o drown even that 
which was saved from d rowning!" Hearing this wise message, the fathers 
received with joy the penitent brother into the monastery.  
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This Week at St. Elias 
 Monday, February 1   6:30 PM Ñ  Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the Feast 

of the Meeting of the Lord  
 Wednesday, February 3 No Vespers Tonight! 
 Saturday, February 6   9:00 AM Ñ  Saturday of the Souls Liturgy  
    5:45 PM Ñ  9th Hour  
    6:00 PM Ñ  Great Vespers 
 

 Sunday, February 7 Meatfare Sunday (Sunday of the Last Judgment) 
    8:10 AM Ñ  3rd & 6th Hours 
    8:30 AM Ñ  Divine Liturgy  

   9:45 AM Ñ  Church School Session 1 
 10:05 AM Ñ  Service of Preparation for Holy  

Communion  
 10:45 AM Ñ  Church School Session 2 

  10:30 AM Ñ  Divine Liturgy  
 


