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SAINT ELIAS 
ORTHODOX CHURCH  

408 E. 11TH STREET  ¥ A USTIN, TX  78701 
(512) 476-2314 

www.sainteliaschurch.org  
 
 

WELCOMEÉ to all our visitors worshipping with us! 
Please be sure to sign the Guest Book or fill out a VisitorÕs Card and drop it in the 
collection plate (or give it to a greeter).  Please be our guest downstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall for coffee and refreshments after the service this morning.  We 
look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to Saint Elias.  
WeÕre glad youÕre here! 



ST ELIAS ORTHODOX CHURCH  
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

and the Diocese of Wichita and Mid -America 
METROPOLITAN PHILIP, PRIMATE  BISHOP BASIL, BISHOP OF WICHITA  
 

Parish Office Hours:  
Monday ÐFriday  10:00 AMÐ3:00 PM 
 

Church and Clergy email addresses:  
Office: stelias_austin@sbcglobal.net 
Very Rev. Fr. David Barr, Pastor 
 frdavidbarr@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Fr. Dave Lewis, Assistant Pastor 
 frdavelewis@sbcglobal.net 
Very Rev. Fr. Traian Buican 
 tbuican@yahoo.com 
Reverend Deacon Niketas Sanders 
 niketas@yahoo.com 
Reverend Deacon Jesse Greendyk 
 jessegreendyk@gmail.com 
 

Weekday Parking:  
If coming to the Church or Church 
Office on weekdays (between 8:00 
AM and 5:00 PM), please use the 
Visitor Parking spaces in the Texas 
Association of BroadcasterÕs building 
next door to the Church.  All the 
parking spots in the Church side of 
the lot are rented out or reserved and 
violators could be towed.  
 

Sunday Parking:  
In addition to the St. Elias parking 
lot, you may park at the Texas 
Association of BroadcasterÕs next 
door to the east and with both of our 
neighbors to the west.  We also have 
access from 8AM-2PM at the 
TeacherÕs Retirement System across 
the street from the Church.  Please do 
not park 2 doors to the east, you will 
be towed there. 

Sacraments: Baptism, 
Matrimony , Adult Initiation  
Contact the Church Office and set up 
an appointment with the Pastor to 
discuss the arrangements for these 
sacraments. 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Please call the Parish Office with 
names of the sick and hospitalized of 
the parish so they can receive proper 
pastoral care. 
 

Sign up to offer Holy Bread  
Sign up to offer Holy Bread on the 
Bulletin Board in the Church Hall.  
 

Become a Member of St. Elias 
We would love to have you be a part 
of our community!  Please talk to the 
Pastor or call the Church Office to get 
an information packet on becoming a 
member of the parish.  
 

Times for Confession:  
Confessions are heard on Sunday 
mornings at least 15 minutes prior to 
the Divine Liturgies, before or after 
Vespers on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings, and by appointment 
during the week.  To indicate your 
desire to go to Confession on Sunday 
morning, come to the front right pew 
and wait for the priest.  
 

Check out our parish web site!  
www.sainteliaschurch.or g  
Always a good source for calendars 
and updated information!  



 THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
8:30 AM Liturgy:  Congregational Singing 
We will be using the blue covered Congregational Liturgy books found on the table in the 
Narthex this morning for the 8:30 AM Divine Liturgy.  Check the Early Liturgy 
supplement for music for the Troparia of the day. 
 
10:30 AM Liturgy:  St. Elias Choir 
The Divine Liturgy begins in the red Service Book on page 91 or use one of the new white 
VisitorÕs Liturgy books found in the pews.  When we reach the point in the service for 
Antiphons and hymns, the ones for today's service are listed below and on the next page. 
 
1st Antiphon (from Psalm 114)  

I love the Lord because he has heard the voice of my supplication. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I 

live.  
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
The snares of death encompassed me, the pangs of Hades laid hold on me. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
I suffered distress and anguish, so I called on the Name of the Lord. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit:  now and ever and 

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

 
2nd Antiphon (from Psalm 115)  

I believed, therefore I spoke: I am greatly afflicted.  
 O Son of God, who came seated on a colt, save us who sing to Thee:  

Alleluia!  
What shall I render to the Lord, for all the things that He has given me?  I 

will take the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord.  
 O Son of God, who came seated on a colt, save us who sing to Thee:  

Alleluia!  
I will pay my vows to the Lord, in the presence of all His people.  
 O Son of God, who came seated on a colt, save us who sing to Thee:  

Alleluia!  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
 and ÒOnly-begotten SonÉÓ  
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3rd Antiphon — The Troparion of Lazarus (Tone 1)  
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. 

O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before thy 
Passion thou didst confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we, like 
children, carry the sign of triumph and victory, and cry to thee, O 
Vanquisher of death:  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he that cometh in 
the Name of the Lord. 

Let the house of Israel now say that He is good:  for His mercy endureth 
forever. 

O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus …. (repeated) 
Let all that fear the Lord now say that He is good:  for His mercy endureth 
forever. 

O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus …. (repeated) 
 

Entrance Hymn: 
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.  The Lord is God and hath 
appeared unto us.   Save us, O Son of God, who didst sit upon the foal of an 
ass, who sing to Thee:  Alleluia! 

 
The Daily Hymns: 

Troparion of Lazarus (Tone 1) 
O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before thy 
Passion thou didst confirm the universal resurrection. Wherefore, we, like 
children, carry the sign of triumph and victory, and cry to thee, O 
Vanquisher of death:  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he that cometh in 
the Name of the Lord. 

Troparion for Palm Sunday (Tone 4)  
O Christ God, when we were buried with thee in Baptism, we became 
deserving of thy Resurrection to immortal life.  Wherefore, we praise thee, 
crying, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of 
the Lord. 

Kontakion for Palm Sunday (Tone 6)  
On thy throne in heaven and upon a foal on earth, thou wast seated, O 
Christ God; the praise of the angels and the hymns of the children thou 
didst receive:  Blessed is he that cometh to recall Adam. 
 

Prokeimenon in Tone 4 (from Psalm 118) 
Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord!  God is the Lord and hath 

appeared unto us. 
 O give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his mercy endureth forever. 
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The Reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Philippians (4:4-9) 
 Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let all men 
know your forbearance.  The Lord is at hand.  Have no anxiety about anything, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 Finally, brethren, whateve r is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  What 
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of 
peace will be with you.  
 
Alleluia Verses in Tone 1 (from Psalm 98) 
 O sing to the Lord a new song. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
 
The Holy Gospel Ñ  St. John 12:1-18 
 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus who 
had died was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  There they made him a 
supper; Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with him.  Mary 
took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the  feet of Jesus and 
wiped his feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the 
ointment.  But Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, one of his disciples [he who was to 
betray Jesus], said, ÒWhy was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii 
and given to the poor?Ó  This he said, not because he cared for the poor but 
because he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what was 
put into it.  Jesus said, ÒLet her alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial.  The 
poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me.Ó 
 When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not 
only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised from the 
dead.  So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death, because on 
account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 
 The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem.  So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 
him, crying, ÒHosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the 
King of Israel!Ó  And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as it is written, 
ÒFear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an assÕs 
colt!Ó 
 His discipl es did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to 
him.  The crowd that had been with Jesus when he called Lazarus out of the 
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tomb and raised him from the dead bore  witness.  The reason why the crowd 
went to meet Jesus was that they heard he had done this sign. 
 

The Sermon:  Father David Barr 
 

TodayÕs Commemorations 
Prayers are requested today for the health of Ronald Wicks. 
Prayers are requested today for the repose of Sophie Ducas. 
Prayers are requested today for the repose of Antoaneta by her niece Tatiana 

Nikolova Houston . 
Departed remembered from the Parish Dyptichs:  for the repose of Constance 

Mary Stalos (  3/2 9/ 2002), John Abraham Dagar ( 3/31/1987), F r Nicholas 
Sargalogos ( 4/1/1974), Georgia Mecey (4/2/1982)  and Robert Paul McNiven  
( 4/2 / 1989).  These names come from the parish dyptichsÑ the record of 
those who have been buried from St. Elias.  May their memory be eternal! 

At the Divine Liturgy during the Great Entrance, we normally commemorate only Orthodox Christians 
by name among the living and departed since this is the Church praying for the Church.  Non-Orthodox 
are remembered liturgically in prayers at Vespers and other intercessory services of the Church. 
 
Hymn to  the Theotokos (Tone 4)  

God the Lord hath appeared unto us; let us celebrate the Feast, and let us 
rejoice and magnify Christ; and with palms and branches let us raise our 
voices unto him with praise, saying, Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of 
the Lord our Saviour.  

 
Communion Hymn  (from Psalm 117)  

Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord. 
1. We have blessed you out of the house of the Lord. 
2. Ordain a feast with thick boughs, even unto the horns of the altar.  
3. Thou art my God, and I will confess Thee. 
4. I will give thanks unto Thee, for Thou hast heard me, and Thou art 

become my salvation. 
5. O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endureth for 

ever. 
 

On Receiving Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church:  
Only Orthodox Christians who ar e prepared through prayer, fasting, and a 
recent sacramental confession should approach the Chalice for the Eucharist.  
The Orthodox Church does not practice Òopen communionÓ and has no 
intercommunion with other churches (non -Orthodox).  If you have any qu estions 
concerning this, please talk to one of the priests before taking communion. 



 7 

Instead of ÒWe have seen the true lightÉÓ  
O Christ God, when thou didst raise Lazarus from the dead, before thy 
Passion thou didst confirm the universal resurrection . Wherefore, we, like 
children, carry the sign of triumph and victory, and cry to thee, O Vanquisher 
of death:  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of 
the Lord.  

 

The Procession with Palms 
8:30 AM Liturg y Ñ  The procession will take place around the interior of the 
Church only.  
 
10:30 AM Liturgy  Ñ  The procession will go outside (weather permitting) . 
 
The procession with Palms will take place immediately following the Dismissal for the 
Divine Liturgy. The clergy will lead the procession, followed immediately by the children, 
the choir and then the people.  Come back into the Church after the procession to venerate 
the Cross and receive the Holy Bread.  During the procession, we will sing the 
Troparion of Palm Sunday  and the Trisagion  Hymn . 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY , MARCH 28 
 

Our Greeters this morning areÉ 
É  Khouria Shannon, Irene and Isabel Lewis (8:30 AM) and Margaret Jabour 
(10:30 AM).Thanks for performing this vital ministry in the church.  
 

Please Join us for Coffee HourÉ 
Éin the Church Hall after the Liturgy.  TodayÕs refreshments are provided by 
those with last names beginning with Q-Z. 
 

Fish, Wine and Oil Today!  
Today, being the Great Feast of Palm Sunday, fish, wine and oil are allowed.  
Celebrate the feast in good Orthodox fashion with a festive fish meal today!  
 

Palm Sunday Offering for the Patriarch  
As is customary on Palm Sunday, we will take a second collection to give to His 
Beatitude Patriarch IGNATIUS IV to help the poor and needy of the Patriarchate 
of Antioch.  This collection will be taken immediately after the Divine Liturgy.   
A letter from Metropolitan PHILI P is on the Bulletin Board.  
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March is Ladies Month  at St. Elias 
During the month of March, t he ladies will serve as ushers and greeters.  Thanks 
to the women of our parish who are active in ministry throughout the year!  
 

Pick up your Holy Week Schedule Today! 
On the Table in the Narthex. 

 

CCONFESSION IS A PART ONFESSION IS A PART OF OF GGREAT REAT LL ENTENT ::   
Every member of St. Elias is should to participate in the sacrament of 
Confession at least once during the Great Fast.   Confession is the 
beginning of repentance, and repentance is the lifestyle we embrace as 
Orthodox Christians.  If you have a confessor other than one of our parish 
priests, you should let Fr. David know.  You should go to Confession 
during Lent if you plan to receive Holy Unction on Holy Wednesday and 
Holy Communion at Pascha. 

Best Times for Confession: 
1. Before Holy Week, if at all possible (as a gift to your priest!) 
2. By Appointment during the week is always the best option  
3. Following Vigil on Saturday Evenings  
4. Following most Lenten (and Holy Week) Services 
5. Before services by appointment 
6. Did we mention, by appointment is always the best option?  

 

Preparing for Holy Unction on Holy Wednesday  
To receive Holy Unction on Holy Wednesday, one should have been to 
confession during Lent and be fasting from the noon meal (which should have 
been a ÒfastingÓ meal). 

 

No Church School on Palm Sunday or Pascha 
Remember that the Church School will be in recess for Palm Sunday and Pascha.  
Classes will resume on Sunday, April 11. 
 

Food for Pascha 
DonÕt forget that we traditionally have a Paschal Pot Luck Breakfast (a real Break 
the Fast) after the Paschal Divine Liturgy.  Bring some food with you to share 
with the community.  And we will  be blessing the Paschal baskets after the 
Divine Liturgy.  
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Diocese of Wichita Parish Life Conference 
June 16-19 in Oklahoma City  
St. Elijah Orthodox Christian Church is honored and immensely grateful to be 
designated as this yearÕs host for the DOWAMA Parish Life Conference Family 
Reunion June 16-19, 2010.  For more information on this yearÕs conference, go to 
www.plc.stelijahokc.com  or www. dowamaplc.org . We are sure to have a 
wonderful time together with the who le diocesan family. 
 

DECORATING  
 the Bier on Holy Friday & the Church for Pascha  
Thanks to Julia Bechara for heading up the decorating for Holy Friday and 
Pascha.  But she will surely need help.  This is a wonderful service to the Lord 
and the entire community of St. Elias.  WeÕll be decorating the bier on Holy 
Friday after the Royal Hours and work on other decorations on Friday and 
Saturday.  Talk to Julia about what help she needs. 
 

Donate Pascha Flowers! 
We will be decorating the Church with flowers and are offering them 
for you to take home after the Agape Vespers service on Pascha.  
There is no set donation price for the flowers.  If you are interested, 
complete the form below and give it with your  donation in the offering 
plate (you can also check for a flower envelope in the Narthex) or turn it in to 
the church office.  All flowers left in the church after Agape Vespers will be given 
away, so you are welcome to take some with you after the service. 
=====================================================================  

Pascha Flowers 
 

Yes, I want to donate for flowers. 
 

I am donating them: 
       For the health of:                                       
       In memory of:                                           

 
Name:                                                                     

 
Donation enclosed: $                              
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 Sign-up sheets in the Narthex: 
Carry the Tomb of Christ on Holy Friday—we need several 

groups of men to carry the tomb of Christ in procession outside the 
Church. 

Holy Friday Vigil at the Tomb of Christ—spend some time 
reading and keeping watch at the tomb of Christ.   

Gospel Reading in Languages at the Agape Vespers—sign up 
for any language you can read the Gospel on Pascha at Agape Vespers. 

 
Teens: Holy Friday Vigil 
On Holy Friday night, April 2, we traditionally hold a vigil at the tomb of Christ 
until late in the night.  Throughout the Archdiocese, many of our teen groups 
sponsor and participate in this event by staying at the church and reading psalms 
at the tomb.  This is a great way of participating in Holy Friday and deepening 
our faith. 
 
Mother’s Day Cruise 
The IOCC Metropolitan Committee of Austin will host an afternoon Mother’s 
Day Cruise on Lake Lady Bird Lake. Watch for upcoming details. 
 
We Need Holy Bread! 
Several Sundays are open for offering Holy Bread for the Divine Liturgy.  Sign 
up on the Bulletin Board in the Church Hall.  Remember, offering holy bread is a 
wonderful way of blessing people on their birthdays, anniversaries and names 
days, or in memory of a departed loved one. 
 

Did You Know? 
What is the cloth that is placed in the bier (tomb) on Great and Holy Friday?  
This cloth, called the Epitaphios, is an icon of Christ after he was removed from 
the cross and is being prepared for burial.  Around Christ are depicted the Virgin 
Mary, disciple John, Joseph of Arimathea and Mary Magdalene.  The 
embroidered image is often rimmed with a wide, usually burgundy border and 
gold fringe on which is embroidered the Troparion of Holy Saturday.  The 
Epitaphios is placed in the tomb for Friday and Saturday of Holy Week.  After 
the procession during the midnight Pascha service, the Epitaphios is held high at 
the church door so those re-entering will pass under it (symbolically entering 
into the grave with Christ). It then remains on the altar for the remainder of the 
Paschal season as a reminder to us of the risen Christ. 
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News from our Parish Organizations:News from our Parish Organizations:   
Church School  

Churchy School will resume on Sunday , April 11 .  Contact Vasiliki Oldziey, 
the Church School Director, for more information on the Church School.  

Teen SOYO 
Teen SOYO will have an all day retreat on Holy Friday.  They will be dyeing 
eggs and helping with decorating the Bier.  After the Lamentations, they will 
be reading Psalms at the tomb until 1:00 PM.  For more information, contact 
Fr. Dave. 

OCF   
The UT OCF will have its next meeting on Monday, April 5  at 6:00 PM at the 
Episcopal Center.  For more information, contact Fr. Dave or the president 
Andrea Gaspar at agaspar.amg@gmail.com or Join University of Texas OCF  
on Facebook! 

Orthodox Young Adults (OYA)  
OYA will have a potluck dinner at Mia Tannous Õ house on 7:00 PM on Bright 
Tuesday, April 6.  Contact Mia or Fr. Dave Lewis for details . 

Parish Council 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Tuesday evening April 20 in the 
library at 7:00 P.M.  

Ladies Guild  
During the month of March, the ladies served as ushers and greeters.  Thanks 
to all who helped out during the month.  For more information on the Ladies 
Guild, see Terri Ross. 

AMEN  (Antiochian Men Eating at Noon [or 1:00 PM]) 
The men of the parish are invited to a no-host lunch on Tuesday, April 6 , at 
1:00 PM at Central Market on Lamar.  We have lunch and a great time of 
fellowship.  If you have any questions or suggestions, give Fr. David a call.  

Choir  
The Choir rehearses at 8:00 PM on Friday evenings during Great Lent.  The 
Choir is always lookin g for new members.  If you are interested in singing in 
the choir, talk to Director Bill Attal.  

Fellowship of St. John the Divine (Adult Fellowship)  
For information on the Fellowship of St. John the Divine contact Sara Cook. 

 

Look for the  Flags 
We have flags from the various old countries our parishioners come from (or 
descended from) on the tables in the Hall.  If weÕre missing any, let Fr. David 
know.  
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New Chairs in the Church Hall 
Notice the new chairs that arrived this past week for the Church Hall.  They add 
a lot to the room—and will make our hall more inviting.  We do ask you to help 
keep them clean and looking nice.  All the chairs have been scotch-guarded 
(thanks to Geri Farman!) this past week.  Please clean any spills you notice and 
lets work together to keep them looking great. 
 

Pascha Picnic at St. Elias 
Our Pascha Picnic begins with Paschal Agape Vespers on Sunday, April 4 at 1:00 
PM followed by a picnic at the Church.  Come for Vespers and then stay for a 
wonderful time of food and fellowship.  Bring your picnic lunch with you along 
with your own drinks.  And bring some dishes to share as well.  A grill will be 
going for cooking meats. 
 
Baptisms and Chrismations on Holy Saturday 
On Holy Saturday, we will be baptizing Jean Tilma and bringing J.W. Winfrey, 
Jessalyn Starbuck, Gerald and Leigh Tilma and 4 members of the Salata family in 
the Church by Holy Chrismation.  Keep them in your prayers as they prepare to 
enter into the church on Holy Saturday. 
 

Coffee Hour Schedule:  
For April: 

 April 4:   Everyone brings (Pascha) 
 April 11:    A-I 
 April 18:    J-P 
 April 25:    Q-Z 
 

Mark your calendars for your week and participate  
in this ministry of fellowship in our parish.  

 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church Exhibit 
You  are cordially invited to visit an exhibition entitled "The Ethiopian Church 
Past, Present & Future" on March 28, 2010.  This is a historical first exhibition in 
Central Texas.   This will be an eye opener to many whose knowledge about 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church is limited or none.  ! ! Please invite friends, family 
members, colleagues or anyone whom you think should know about Ethiopia 
and the Ethiopian Church.  Flyers are also available at all Ethiopian business 
centers.  
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WomenÕs Scholarships 
Each year, the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Women of North America are able 
to award scholarships, usually in the amount of $500 each, to help women 
continue their education in order to improve their circumstances and those of 
their families.  The qualifications for the scholarship are as follows:  

1. The applicant must be a female over 25 years of age; 
2. The applicant must be a member in good standing of a parish of the 

Antiochian Archdiocese;  
3. The applicant must be actively involved in her parish;  
4. The applicant must be applying for or registered in an academic or trade 

program of study; and  
5. The applicant must demonstrate financial need. 

The application deadline is May  14, 2010. Interested women can direct their 
inquiries and/or send applications to the address on the attached form.  
 

The Arthur and Theodore Jabour Scholarship Fund 
St. Elias has set up a scholarship fund in the names of Arthur and Theodore 
Jabour available for Orthodox high school seniors and college students in Central 
Texas.  For more information on this scholarship, check out the parish web site 
at: http://sainteliaschurch.org/announce.html . 
 

DANCE*DANCE*DANCE*DANCE*DANCE*DANCE*DANCE  
Spring/Summer Dance Lesson Series!  

Learn to Dance & Help the World!  
April 18 -May 9: Beginning Salsa Dance Ð St. Elias 

June 6-June 27: Beginning Swing Dance  ÐTransfiguration  
August 1 -22: Beginning Country/Western Dance  - TBA  

When: Sunday evenings, 5-6pm 
How much:  $40 donation per person* for each set of 4 lessons 

How:  Sign up now for one or more of the series 
by sending in your check to St. Elias 

Make checks payable to IOCC.   
Questions? Contact: Geri Farman 771-8608 

*All proceeds will help the IOCC --International Orthodox Christian Charities -- with its 
disaster relief and development programs throughout the world!  

 

DANCE*DANCE*DANCE*DANCE*DANCE*DANCE*DANCE  

 
 



 14 

PASCHA: The Resurrection of Christ 
"PASCHA: The Resurrection of Christ," a NBC-TV video production featuring 
ARCHBISHOP DEMETRIOS  of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 
will be broadcast by NBC Network affiliates across the country this April.  It will 
be aired by KXAN in Austin at 4:00 AM on April 4.  You can watch it when you 
get home from the Paschal services or record it to watch later.   The program 
highlights the various services of Holy and Great Week leading to the 
Crucifixion, Death and Resurrection of Christ.  
 
Camp St. Raphael Applications Available  
The Camp St. Raphael Applications are available online at 
www.campstraphael.org.  Camp reservations are based on a first come, first 
served basis and they fill up VERY FAST!  Session I will be held June 27-July 3 
and Session II will take place July 4-10. If you want to go to camp, tell Fr. Dave so 
we can be organized and get everybody there who wants to go! 
 
 

The Icon of Palm Sunday 
In the Icon of the Feast of Palm Sunday, Christ is the central figure, 

depicted seated upon the colt of a donkey as He enters Jerusalem, a fulfillment of 
the prophecy found in Zechariah 9:9. Christ is blessing with His right hand, and 
in His left hand is a scroll, symbolizing that He is the fulfillment of the Old 
Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah, the Anointed One who has come 
to redeem us from our sins and break the power of death. The colt, one of the 
animals that were considered unclean according to the Law, is symbolic of the 
inclusion of all peoples of all nations in the new covenant that will come through 
the death and Resurrection of Christ (Isaiah 62:10-11). It is also a sign that our 
Lord has revealed a heavenly and spiritual kingdom that offers true and 
enduring peace. 

On the left, the disciples accompany Jesus in His Triumphal Entry. 
Depicted on the right are the Jews who greet Him crying “Hosanna! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” The word 
“Hosanna” means “Save, I pray” or “Save now.” 

The children are the small people who are greeting Christ with palm 
branches and laying these and their garments on the ground before Christ as 
tokens of honor for one who is acknowledged as a King. The city of Jerusalem is 
shown as the walled buildings, and the temple is depicted as the building with 
the dome. 
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Some Thoughts on the Orthodox Christian 
Celebration of Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John 
Chrysostom, which is preceded by the Matins service. A Great Vespers is 
conducted on Saturday evening according to the order prescribed in the 
Triodion. Scripture readings for Palm Sunday are: At the Vespers: Genesis 49:1,8-
12; Zephaniah 3:14-19; Zechariah 9:9-15. At the Orthros (Matins): Matthew 21:1-
17. At the Divine Liturgy: Philippians 4:4-9; John 12:1-18. 

On this Sunday, in addition to the Divine Liturgy, the Church observes the 
Blessing and Distribution of the Palms. A tray containing palm branches is 
placed on a table in front of the icon of the Lord, which is on the Iconostasion. 
The prayer for the blessing of the Palms is read at the Orthros just before the 
Psalms of Praise. The palms are then distributed to the faithful. In many places 
today, the prayer is said at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, before the 
dismissal. The text of the prayer, however, indicates clearly that it is less a prayer 
for the blessing of the palms, even though that is its title, and more a blessing 
upon those, who in imitation of the New Testament event hold palms in their 
hands as symbols of Christ’s victory and as signs of a virtuous Christian life. It 
appears then, that it would be more correct to have the faithful hold the palms in 
their hands during the course of the Divine Liturgy when the Church celebrates 
both the presence and the coming of the Lord in the mystery of the Eucharist.  
 
 

AA LMSGIVINLMSGIVIN G ING IN   GG REAT REAT LL ENTENT::   
2010 Alms Boxes 

This year, we will have both the Food for Hungry People and the Orthodox 
Christian Missions Center Alms Boxes for Great Lent.  Take one or both 
and fill with your Lenten alms to help do the work of the Church 
throughout the world.  The OCMC Alms boxes are a great aid in helping 
spread the good news in Africa and other places throughout the world. 
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2010 Holy Week Schedule: 
 

 Sunday, March 28   6:00 PM — Bridegroom Matins of Holy Monday 
 Monday, March 29 10:00 AM — Presanctified Liturgy 
    7:00 PM — Bridegroom Matins of Holy Tuesday 
 Tuesday, March 30 10:00 AM — Presanctified Liturgy 
    7:00 PM — Bridegroom Matins of Holy Wednesday 
 Wednesday, March 31 10:00 AM — Presanctified Liturgy 
    7:00 PM — Holy Unction 
 Thursday, April 1 10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy of Holy Thursday 
    7:00 PM — Matins of Holy Friday and Reading of the 

Twelve Gospels  
 Friday, April 2 Great and H oly Friday  
  10:00 AM — Royal Hours 
    3:00 PM — Vespers of the removal of Christ from the 

Holy Cross 
    7:00 PM — Matins of Great and Holy Saturday 
     The Lamentations at the Tomb  
  (overnight) — The vigil at the Tomb 
 
 Saturday, April 3 Great and Holy  Saturday  
  11:00 AM — Baptisms and Chrismations with the 

Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the 
Great 

 
  11:00 PM — GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA  

(begins Saturday night) Midnight Office, 
Rush Procession, Matins and Divine 
Liturgy followed by blessing of Pascha 
Baskets and breaking of the fast! 
 

 Sunday, April 4   1:00 PM — Agape Vespers and Picnic at the Church 
 


