
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 2010  
THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST 

 Martyr Gordios of Cappadocia; Prophet Malachi; Venerable Thomaidos; 
Venerable Genevieve of Paris. 

Tone 5 Eothinon 8 
 

 
 

SAINT ELIAS 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

408 E. 11TH STREET  • AUSTIN, TX  78701 
(512) 476-2314 

www.sainteliaschurch.org 
 

WELCOME…to all our visitors worshipping with us! 
Please be sure to sign the Guest Book or fill out a Visitor’s Card and drop it in the 
collection plate (or give it to a greeter).  Please be our guest downstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall for coffee and refreshments after the service this morning.  We 
look forward to meeting you and welcoming you personally to Saint Elias. 
We’re glad you’re here! 

 
 



ST ELIAS ORTHODOX CHURCH 
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

and the Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America 
METROPOLITAN PHILIP, PRIMATE BISHOP BASIL, BISHOP OF WICHITA 

 

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday–Friday 10:00 AM–3:00 PM 
 

Church and Clergy email addresses: 
Office: stelias_austin@sbcglobal.net 
Very Rev. Fr. David Barr, Pastor 
 frdavidbarr@sbcglobal.net 
Rev. Fr. Dave Lewis, Assistant Pastor 
 frdavelewis@sbcglobal.net 
Very Rev. Fr. Traian Buican 
 tbuican@yahoo.com 
Reverend Deacon Niketas Sanders 
 niketas@yahoo.com 
Reverend Deacon Jesse Greendyk 
 jessegreendyk@gmail.com 
 

Weekday Parking: 
If coming to the Church or Church 
Office on weekdays (between 8:00 
AM and 5:00 PM), please use the 
Visitor Parking spaces in the Texas 
Association of Broadcaster’s building 
next door to the Church.  All the 
parking spots in the Church side of 
the lot are rented out or reserved and 
violators could be towed. 
 

Sunday Parking: 
In addition to the St. Elias parking 
lot, you may park at the Texas 
Association of Broadcaster’s next 
door to the east and with both of our 
neighbors to the west.  We also have 
access from 8AM-2PM at the 
Teacher’s Retirement System across 
the street from the Church.  Please do 
not park 2 doors to the east, you will 
be towed there. 

Sacraments: Baptism, 
Matrimony, Adult Initiation 
Contact the Church Office and set up 
an appointment with the Pastor to 
discuss the arrangements for these 
sacraments. 
 

Pastoral Care of the Sick 
Please call the Parish Office with 
names of the sick and hospitalized of 
the parish so they can receive proper 
pastoral care. 
 

Sign up to offer Holy Bread 
Sign up to offer Holy Bread on the 
Bulletin Board in the Church Hall.  
 

Become a Member of St. Elias 
We would love to have you be a part 
of our community!  Please talk to the 
Pastor or call the Church Office to get 
an information packet on becoming a 
member of the parish.  
 

Times for Confession: 
Confessions are heard on Sunday 
mornings at least 15 minutes prior to 
the Divine Liturgies, before or after 
Vespers on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings, and by appointment 
during the week.  To indicate your 
desire to go to Confession on Sunday 
morning, come to the front right pew 
and wait for the priest. 
 

Check out our parish web site! 
www.sainteliaschurch.org  
Always a good source for calendars 
and updated information! 



THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
 

8:30 AM Liturgy:  Congregational Singing 
Served by Reverend Father David Lewis 
We will be using the Congregational Liturgy books found in the pews this morning for 
the 8:30 AM Divine Liturgy.  Pick up a Music Supplement for the music for the 
Troparia of the day. 
 

10:30 AM Liturgy:  St. Elias Choir 
Served by Very Reverend Father David Barr , Very Reverend Father Traian 
Buican, and Reverend Deacon Niketas Sanders 
The Divine Liturgy begins in the red Service Book on page 91 or you may use one of the 
white Visitor’s Liturgy books.  When we reach the point in the service for Antiphons and 
hymns, the ones for today's service are listed below and on the next page. 
 

1st Antiphon  
It is good to give praise unto the Lord, and to chant unto Thy name, O Most High. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
To proclaim in the morning Thy mercy, and Thy truth by night. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Upright is the Lord our God, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages.  Amen. 
 Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

 
2nd Antiphon   
The Lord is King, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord is clothed with strength and He hath 
girt Himself. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
For He established the world which shall not be shaken. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
Holiness becometh Thy house, O Lord, unto length of days. 
 O Son of God who art risen from the dead, save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages.  Amen. 

 and ÒOnly-begotten SonÉÓ  

 
3rd Antiphon ÐTroparion of the Resurrection (Tone 5)  
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The Daily Hymns  
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 5)  

When Mary stood at thy grave, looking for thy sacred body, angelic powers 
shone above thy revered tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard 
became as dead men.  Thou led hades captive and wast not tried thereby.  
Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world; O thou who art 
risen from the dead,  O Lord, glory to thee! 

Troparion of the Sunday before Theophany (Tone 4) 
Make ready, O Zebulon, and prepare, O Nephtali, and thou, river Jordan, 
cease thy flow and receive with joy the Master coming to be baptized.  And 
thou, Adam, rejoice with the first mother, and hide not yourselves as ye 
did of old in paradise; for having seen you naked, he appeared to clothe 
you with the first robe.  Yea, Christ hath appeared desiring to renew the 
whole creation. 

Troparion of the Prophet Elias (Tone 4) 
O angelic of body, pillar of the Prophets and their cornerstone, the 
forerunner of the Second Coming of Christ, the venerable and glorious 
Elias, thou didst send grace from on high to Elisha to dispel sicknesses and 
to purify lepers.  Wherefore, he ever overfloweth with healing to those who 
honor him. 

Kontakion of the Sunday before Epiphany (Tone 4) 
Today hath the Lord appeared in the streams of the Jordan, crying out to 
John and saying:  Fear not to baptize me, for I have come to save Adam, the 
first created. 

 
 

Prokeimenon in Tone 6 (from Psalm 27) 
 O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. 
  Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry; O my God, be not silent unto me. 
 

The Reading is from the Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle 
Paul to Timothy (4:5-8) 
 Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
 For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure 
has come.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith.  Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but 
also to all who have loved his appearing. 
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Alleluia Verses in Tone 4 (from Psalm 67) 
 May God be merciful to us and bless us. 

 May he cause his face to shine upon us and have mercy on us. 
 
The Holy Gospel Ñ  St. Mark 1:1-8 
 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 As it is written in the prophets, ÒBehold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, who shall prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness:  
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.Ó  John the baptizer 
appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.  And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all 
the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camelÕs hair, and had a leather 
girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey.  And he preached, 
saying, ÒAfter me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  I have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.Ó  
 
The Sermon: Father David Barr 
 

Today’s Commemorations 

Holy Bread is offered by Laila Fashho in memory Qustandi L. Fashho. 

Holy Bread is offered by Stephan and Patricia Rudawski in memory of his newly 
departed father, Stephen Rudawski, and in memory of PatriciaÕs Father Jack. 

Prayers are requested for  Khouria Diana Falcone, mother of Jason Falcone 

Departed remembered from the Parish Dyptichs:  for the repose of Bahia D. 
Anawaty ( 1/3/1947) and Dimitra Stathos ( 1/4/1985), Tina Louise Khoury 
( 1/7/1973) and Vasilios Ioannis Psaloudis ( 1/8/1987), These names come 
from the parish dyptichs Ñ the record of those who have been buried from St. 
Elias.  May their memory be eternal. 

At the Divine Liturgy during the Great Entrance, we normally commemorate only Orthodox Christians 
by name among the living and departed since this is the Church praying for the Church.  Non-Orthodox 
are remembered liturgically in prayers at Vespers and other intercessory services of the Church. 
 

On Receiving Holy Communion in the Orthodox Church: 
Only Orthodox Christians who are prepared through prayer, fasting, and a 
recent sacramental confession should approach the Chalice for the Eucharist.  
The Orthodox Church does not practice Òopen communionÓ and has no 
intercommunion with other churches (non -Orthodox).  If you have any questions 
concerning this, please talk to one of the priests before taking communion. 
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And Remember… 
…to receive Holy Communion, one should be present at the Divine Liturgy no 
later than the time for the Epistle and Gospel readings.  We feed both our minds 
and our hearts as part of the Orthodox Christian life. 

 

The ushers will dismiss you by rows to take communion.  At the 
end of the Liturgy, the ushers will dismiss you a to come forward to venerate the 
cross.  Your help in this will help limit the congestion in the aisles.  Thank you! 
 
 

Trisagion Prayers of Mercy for the Departed 
Trisagion Prayers of Mercy are requested  for the repose of the newly departed 

Stephen Rudawski, Stephan’s father, and Jack Nahas by Stephan and Patricia 
Rudawski.  May his memory be eternal! 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 
 

Our Greeters this morning are… 
… Mark Cherry at the 8:30 AM Liturgy and Erick Knowles at 10:30 AM.  Thank 
you for this important ministry of hospitality. 
 

Please Join us for Coffee Hour… 
…in the Church Hall after the Liturgy.  Today’s refreshments are provided by 
those with last names beginning with A-C.  
 

Coffee Hour Schedule: 
For January: 

 January 3:  A-C  

 January 10: D-I 

 January 17:  Pot Luck for General Meeting  

 January 24: J-P  

 January 31: Q-Z 
 

Mark your calendars for your week and participate 

in this ministry of fellowship in our parish. 
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Room Needed!!! 
Corissa Chopelas, one of our Orthodox college students is looking for room in 
exchange for housecleaning while she earns money for college. If you are 
interested please contact Corissa at: 425-263-0051 or cchopel@stedwards.edu 

 
St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church 

Announces 
A Winter Parish Retreat 

with 

Archimandrite Meletios 
Webber 

Abbot of the Monastery St. John of San Francisco 
Manton, California 

The Sound of Silence 
January 23, 2010 

 
Watch for the schedule in the next couple of weeks and save the date! 

  

 
Maps Available for the Memorial Dinner 
We have maps on the table in the Narthex of the Church for the Memorial Dinner 
this afternoon.  For those going, please pick up a map for directions to Texas Old 
Town in Kyle.  And we are sorry, but we are unable to sell any more tickets for 
the event.  A final count had to be turned in early last week.  We are unable to 
accommodate any more people. 
 

Dr. Peter Bouteneff at St. John’s in Cedar Park 
Dr. Peter Bouteneff will speak on the topic of Father Arseny on Saturday, 
January 23, 2010 (10:00 AM & 1:30 PM) at St. John’s in Cedar Park.  Dr. Bouteneff 
is Professor of Systemic Theology at St. Vladimir’s Seminary. 
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Annual Meeting:  January 17, 2010 
The Annual General Meeting of St. Elias will take place on Sunday, January 17, 
2010 after the 10:30 AM Divine Liturgy.  Because of the General Meeting, there 
will only be one Liturgy at 10:30 AM that Sunday (Church School will be at 9:45 
AM).  To be a Voting Member of St. Elias, one must be 18 years of age or over, a 
baptized and/or chrismated member of the Orthodox Church, a Steward of St. 
Elias by having submitted a Stewardship pledge for 2010, a communicant in 
good standing in the Church, having been to a sacramental confession to one of 
the parish priests at least once during 2009 and having received holy communion 
at least once in 2009. 

  

Have you made your 2010 Commitment? 
The annual stewardship appeal has gone very well, but is it not complete 
without everyone’s involvement and commitment.  If you have not returned 
your 2010 Commitment Card yet, please do so this week.  We need your 
commitments as we prepare our 2010 Budget.  Commitment cards are 
available in the Narthex of the Church.  If you forgot yours today, simply 
pick one up, fill it out, and turn it in to Fr. David or one of the parish council 
members. 

Didn’t Get a Stewardship Packet? 
If you didn’t get a Stewardship Packet, we want to apologize to you and get one 
to you this week.  Please fill out the following form and drop it in the collection 
plate.  We’ll be sure one gets sent to you. 
 

Please Send Me a 
Stewardship Packet!  

 

Return this form to the St. Elias Church Office this week and we will 
gladly send you a Stewardship Packet.  
 
Name:    
 
Address:    
 
City, State, ZIP    
 
Phone:    
 
Email:    
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Bishop BASIL to Visit Central 
Texas for Theophany 

 

Join Bishop BASIL and the parishes of Central Texas for the Theophany Services 
 

Tuesday, January 5 -- Eve of Theophany at St John in Cedar Park 
11 AM -- Royal Hours 
12 PM -- Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great and Blessing of Water 

 

Wednesday, January 6-- Theophany at St Elias in Austin* 
9 AM -- Orthros 
10AM -- Hierarchical Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Water 

 

*please use the Visitor Parking spaces in the Texas Association of Broadcaster’s 
building next door to the Church or in the Capitol Visitor’s Center at 12th and 
Trinity 

 
 

Get your House Blessing requests in early! 
Because Great and Holy Lent will begin so early this year, We will only be 
blessing houses during the month of January.  We may not be able to 
accommodate requests received after Sunday, January 17. 
 

Yes, I would like to have my  
House Blessed in 2010!  

 

Return this form to the St. Elias Church Office this week and 
someone will contact you to schedule your house blessi ng.  Or, you 
can schedule with one of the priests directly on Sunday mornings 
(or by email).  
 
Name:    
 
Address:    
 
City, State, ZIP    
 
Phone/Email:    
 
Best Time(s):    
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News from our Parish Organizations:News from our Parish Organizations:  

Church School  
There is no Church School today, but we will resume next Sunday, January 10.  
Contact Vasiliki Oldziey, the Church School Director, with any questions or 
concerns at vas@austin.rr.com. 

Teen SOYO 
Teen SOYO will NOT be meeting this Wednesday night.  Regular meetings 
will resume on Wednesday Night, January 13, immediately after Vespers. 

OCF   
Have a great Christmas Vacation!   For more information, contact Fr. Dave, 
our president Andrea Gaspar at agaspar.amg@gmail.com or Join University of 
Texas OCF on Facebook! 

Orthodox Young Adults (OYA) 
If you would like to stay informed about the OYA’s activities, contact Fr. Dave 
at frdavelewis@sbcglobal.net to be added to the e-mail list. 

Parish Council 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Tuesday evening, January 19, at 
7:00 P.M.  

Ladies Guild  
For information on the Ladies Guild, please see Terri Ross. 

AMEN (Antiochian Men Eating at Noon [or 1:00 PM]) 
The men of the parish are invited to a no-host lunch on Tuesday, January 12, 
at 1:00 PM at Central Market on Lamar.  We have lunch and a great time of 
fellowship.  If you have any questions or suggestions, give Fr. David a call. 

Choir 
The Choir rehearses at 7:00 PM on Wednesday evenings.  The Choir is always 
looking for new members.  If you are interested in singing in the choir, talk to 
Director Bill Attal. 

Fellowship of St. John the Divine (Adult Fellowship) 
 For information on the Fellowship of St. John the Divine contact Sara Cook 
 
 
  

  



 11 

What do you need for your House Blessing? 
      a candle 
      an icon 
      a list of commemorations   (living & departed) 
 
Place the candle in front of the icon in a central location in your home (such as 
the dining room or kitc hen table).  In addition, make a list of those living (the 
members of your household and any others you would like remembered) and 
those departed this life that they may be mentioned in the prayers.  The priest 
will bring Holy Water, music and a pamphlet c ontaining the service.  If you have 
any questions or have a particular custom to which you are used, please let the 
priest know.  
 
 
 

This Week at St. Elias 
  

  Wednesday, January 6    Theophany  
    9:00 AM Ñ  Orthros  

10:00AM Ñ  Hierarchical  Divine Liturgy and         
Blessing of Water 

    No Vespers or Teen SOYO tonight! 
   
 Saturday, January 9   5:45 PM Ñ  9th Hour  
    6:00 PM Ñ  Great Vespers 
 
 Sunday, January 10 Sunday After Theophany 
    8:10 AM Ñ  3rd & 6th Hours 
    8:30 AM Ñ  Divine Liturgy  

   9:45 AM Ñ  Church School Session 1 
 10:05 AM Ñ  Service of Preparation for Holy                                           

Communion  
 10:45 AM Ñ  Church School Session 2 

  10:30 AM Ñ  Divine Liturgy  
 
 
          


